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Notices of Final Rulemaking

NOTICES OF FINAL RULEMAKING

The Administrative Procedure Act requires the publication of the final rules of the state’s agencics. Final rules are those which
have appeared in the Register 1st as proposed rules and have been through the formal rulemaking process including approval by
the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council. The Secretary of State shall publish the notice atong with the Preamble and the fuil

text in the next available issue of the Arizona Administrative Register after the final rules have been submitted for filing and publi-
cation.

NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING

TITLE 7. EDUCATION

CHAPTER 2. STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION |

PREAMBLE
Sections Affected = - o Rulemaking Action
R7-2-307 Amend
R7-2-802 - - Amend

The specific authority for the rulemaking, including both the authorizing statute {general) and the statutes the rales are

implementing (specific):
Authorizing statute: AR.S. § 15-203

Implementing statute: A.R.S. § 15-272 and AR.S. § 15-702

The effective date of the rules:
December 31, 1998

A list of ali previous notices appearing in the Register. addressing the final rule: :
Notice of Rulemaking Docket Opening (R7-2-802): 3 A.AR. 329, January 31, 1997.
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (R7-2-802): 3 A.AR. 824, March 21, 1997.

Notice of Rulemaking Docket Opening (R7-2-802): 3 A.AR. 678, February 28, 1997.
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (R7-2-307): 3 A.AR. 1011, April 11, 1997.

The name and address of agency personnel with whom persons may communicate regarding the rulemaking:
Name: Corinne L. Velasquez, Administrator

Address: State Board of Education
1535 West Jefferson, Room 418
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Telephone: (602) 542-5057
Facsimile: (602) 542-3046

An explavation of the rule. including the agencg's reasons for initiating the rule:
The State Board of Education has adopted an amendment to R7-2-307 related to awarding of a general educational deveiopment
{GED) diploma and the eligibility requirements for individuals wishing to take the GED. The Board has repealed language which
duplicates requirements established by the GED Testing Service, Washington, D.C.

The Board has also adopted amendments to R7-2-802, relating to school district noncompliance with the Uniform System of
Financial Records. These amendments will repeal language in the current rule pertaining to conducting of hearings before the
Board. The Board recently adopted R7-2-701 et seq., which set forth the procedures and requirements for the conducting of hear-

ings before the Board. Hearings related to school district noncompliance with the UUSFR will be conducted pursuant to R7-2-701 et
seq.

A showing of good_cause why the rule is necessary to yromote a statewide interest if the rule will diminish a previous grant of

authority of a political subdivision of this state:
Not applicable.

The summary of the economic, small busivess and consumer impact: :
The Board does not believe that the amendments to R7-2-307 or R7-2-802 will have any economic, small busmcss Of COnSUmer

impact. The amendments repeal language that is current practice and duplicated either under contract (with the GED Testing Ser-
vice) or in other Board rules (R7-2-701 et seq.).
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Paragraph A: Definitions have been added for GEDTS (defined as the GED Testing _ _
Service); USAFI (United States Armed Force Institute) and DANTES (Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support).

Paragraph C: In the language that is being deleted, take out “has not been attending schoot for six consecutive months preceding
application for testing as-verified by letter from last school attended,”, to coincide with language that was certified after the filing

of this amendment.

Paragraph D(2)(h): In the language being deleted, change “Administered by” to « A dministrator of” to correct an error and coincide

with current language.

Paragraph D(7)(g): In the langnage being deleted, add “as” between “books™ and “special” to correct a typographical error and

omission.
R7-2-802:

Title: Add “or school” between “School” ‘and “district”; add “and the Uniform System of Financial Records for Charter Schools”
1o the end of the titte, for clarification that the process applies to both charter schools and schoo! districts.

Paragraph A: After “Records” and before “within”, add “(*USFR™) and the Uniform System of Financial Records for Charter
Schools (USFRCS™), for clarification that the process applies to both charter schools and school districts, and to establish abbrevi-

ations for the remainder of the rule language.

Paragraph B: Delete “Uniform System of Financial Records” and replace with “USFR or USFRCS” for consistencjr. - o

Paragraph B(1): Delete “Uniform System of Financial Records” and replace with “USFR or USFRCS” for consistency.
Paragraph C(1): Delete “Uniform System of Financial Records” and replace with “USFR or USFRCS” for consistency.

10. A summary of the principal comments and the agency response fo them: _ -
There were no comments received, oral or written, for or against the proposed amendments to R7-2-307 and R7-2-802. .

11. Any other matfers prescribed by statute that are applicable to the specific agency or o any specific rule or class of rules:

Not applicable.

12. Incorporations by reference and their Jocation ih the rules:
None.

13. Was this rule previously adopted as an emergency rﬁle?

14. The full text of the rules follows:

A LU N s

TITLE 7.EDUCATION

CHAPTER 2. STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

ARTICLE 3. CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS AND

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
Section
R7-2-307. -
ARTICLE 8. COMPLIANCE
R7-2-802. . S
ARTICLE 3. CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS AND
SPECIAL PROGRAMS i
R7-2-307.  High school equivalency eertifieates diplomas
A. TFor the purposes of this rle. the following definitions shall -
. v

apply:
1. “DANTES” means the Defense_Activity for Non-Tradi-
tional Education Support.
2. “Depariment” means the GED Division of the Arizona
Department of Education. -
“(JED Test” means the gengral educational development
test approved by the GEDTS and administered at a GED B.
Testing Center.

4. “GED Testing Center” means a testing center established

[
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by the Department for the purpose of administering GED

tests and providing GED testing services pursuant to the
requirgments established by GEDTS.

5, “GEDTS’ means the GED Testing Service, Washington,
DC .. '

6. “USAFI” meang the United States Armed Forces Insti-

+

2

Eligibility requirements. Any individual who is 16 years of
age or older and who has_officially been withdrgwn from
school for six_consecutive months preceding testing may take
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a GED Test, . theta-testismissing:
1. Individuals shall be required to provide the GED Testing &  The-adminisration-oftests-must-stop-tmmedintely:
Center with positive identification and proof of age: and b The-Chief-Exarniner—shall-report—the-mission—test;

2. Individuals who are at least 16 vears of age and under 18
years of age shall also be required fo provide:

a signed statement of consent from a parent or legal

guardian; and

b. aletter from the last school attended verifying that
the individual has officially withdrawn from the
school and that the individual has been withdrawn
for a minimum of six consecutive months preceding
the testing date. :

=

Issuance of a diploma. The Department shall issue a high
school equivalency diploma to any individual who has not
received a high school diploma or high school equivalency
certificate or diploma if the individual:

meets the eligibility requirements specified in paragraph

{B) and has received passing scores on the GED Test; or
2. is a member of the 11.8. Armed Forces and has received

assing _scores on_the GED Test through USAFI or
DANTES provided that the individual’s last high school
enrollment was in an Atizona high school. Individuals
who have taken the GED Test through USAFI or
DANTES shall send their military permanent record and
application card to DANTES with a request that the offi-
cial GED Test scores and application card be forwarded
to the Department; or - _
3. has received passing scores on the GED Test taken at
GEDTS, provided that the Department receives an offi-
cial transcript directly from GEDTS.

|.....u

S A

DE. The Depariment shall keep a record of test scores for each
individual who has taken the GED Ttest at-en-Arizons-GED
FestingCenter. Incomplete scores and failing scores will be
destroyed after one year from date of initial testing.

2 Usdestake-the folows . hero-tist ;

A
s
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B. When the Board determines that a school or school district is
in noncompliance with the Uni i
Reeerds USFR or USFRCS, it shall give written notice to the
school or district of its determination. The written notice shall

-advise the school or district of the following:
1, The Superintendent of Public Instruction shail withholfi
distribution of State funds to the school or district until
such time as the Auditor General reports compliance with

the Yad USFR_or
USFRCS unless a hearing is requested by the school of
district.

2. The school or district has ten days from the receipt of fhc
written notice of noncompliance by the Beard to submit 2
written request for a hearing.

3. Ifthke school or district makes a timely request for a hear-

ing, the hearing will be held within-30-days-of reeeipt-of

time-is-granted-by-the Board pursuant to the heating pro-
gednres specified in R7-2-701 et seq.

GT gt ":."' eaie 6 '-":-":-:‘:

desedbedinr- P THe): E:C, The Board’s decision B ST
order-to-receive-a-high-sehool-equivaleney—eertifientefrom 1. The Board shall determine whether the school or school

district was in compliance with the i
Finaneial-Recerds USFR_or USFRCS within 90 days
after having been informed of noncompliance by the
Anditor General, and whether the district is in compli-
ance with the Uai § i
USFR or USFRCS at the time of the hearing. .

2. A decision by the Board shall be determined by a major-
ity of the members of the Board and shall be based upon
substantial evidence. . '

" ARTICLE 8. COMPLIANCE .

R7-2-802.  School and school district compliance with the

Uniform System of Financial Records and the Uniform System

of Financial Records for Charter Schools

A. Upon receipt of a report from the Auditor General that a 5
school or school district has failed to comply with the Uniform
System of Financial Records (“USFR™) or the Uniform Sys-
tem of Financial Records for Charter Schools (*IJSFRCS™) 6
within 90 days after having received a notice of noncompli-
ance from the Auditor General, the State Board of Education
(“Board™) shall review the Auditor General’s report to deter-

| mine whether the school or school district is in noncompli-

‘ ance. :

A
s

Volume 5, Issue #4 Page 202 January 22, 1999




Arizona Administrative Register
Notices of Final Rulemaking

 January 22,1999 . Page 203 . Volume 5, Issuc #4




